Students were asked, “What has been the best past school so far?”

Kayleen Kruger said, “Being with my friends!”

Brook Chambers said, “Mrs. DiRosa’s birthday pdrty.
Logan Allen said, “My favorite part is gym and al&ss.”
Cole VanWagoner said, “I like the new lunch roortireparrangement.

Brandon Dingman said, “ | really like the fieldasi”

Justin Spires said, “I like everything about schiool

Sean Snider said, “The best part for me is gynsclas

Sunny Ray said, “...sports!”

DJ McCondra said, “I like the monthly awards we.'get

Courtney Oakley said, “I like the new lunchroom esthle.”

Chad Culver said, “ | like the way students talkhneach other!”

Jenny Angell said, “I like the fact that studentsrkvwell with each other.”

Most of us are very
aware of how challeng-
ing it is right now to

fund public education.

To continue to provide
the high-quality service
already established here
at Mancelona it is impor-
tant for the schools to
hold several fundraisers
throughout the school
year. One goal for the
Middle School is to look

at our fundraising

practices in hopes of
finding a way to

conduct fewer fund-
raisers and still have
an overall increase in
the money raised! In
the office we are
thinking of ways to

accomplish this goal.
If there are ideas out
there that should be
considered please

don’t hesitate to call
the office to talk with

the Principal. Our
students and our
community have

always supported the
fundraising efforts

and it is truly a testa-
ment to how much
we all care about our
school and the
students who come to
school each day.

Dec. 15 6th Grade Winter Houses begin
Dec. 18 No PM Choose Success
Dec. 18 Band Concert at H.S. 7:00PM

Dec. 18 Special Education Family Feast at
12:00 PM in the Middle School. Families
Welcome!

Dec. 19 Begin Winter Recess/Return Jan. 5

- Don’ forget about théron Man Challengd
- Check out the Pillars of Character!!

- Remember to dress warm for school, find

time each day for homework, and get lots of
rest

- Contact Schuss Mt. regarding the ski

program.



success. At the Middle Schd
teachers are working hard each da
support of positive student behaviorg.
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Caught Red Handed is simply|
visual reminder that our students A
doing the vary things that are identifi
as “good for all of us.” Our students
are learning that they can accomplish
any goal they have if they approacill it

a
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ed

subtle adjustments to our attituge.
We have strong feelings about the iflea|
that the more we support students’
positive behavior the more apt we are
to see an increase in every students’
attitude. This is where are staff plays
a vital role. The staff here at the
Middle School spends time talkimg
with students and working hard edch

In January the fifth and sixth grafle | happening here in the Middle Schoo| is [ The eighth grade Community Crilift
students will begin an anti-bullyirlg |our mentoring program sponsored |by | Show was a huge success! In addition
program. This program is designed to | the Communities in SchoolsWe have to the many wonderful comments
help students identify bullying as well | many adult volunteers who spend |shared by all in attendance, the
as ways to help others who may |be|quality time listening to our yourl]g |students were able to raise oyer
getting bullied. More than anythijg |people. The adults offer help, adv|ce | $1000.00 in fundraising. This mongy
else this program is about self-respect| and some times just a moment to shharg will go a long way in supporting the
and how to treat others in the school. [thoughts and ideas! This is a terrific | 8th grade yearly activities.
Great News! The Middle School fis |Prodram and certainly cqmpllments pll Ms. Grunch is taking her 6th and $th
) . that we stand for here in Mancelona.
going Green! This means that by the L - grade Read 180 classes to the
) -~ Additionally, the families of the :
end of this school year our building . Elementary School to read holidpy
. : Middle School students should lopk .
will have met very strict standards that i stories to the younger readers. Thi$ is
“ N - | forward to another wonderful progrgm . ;
label us as a “Green School.” We will all happening Friday, December 12th
. : called Natural Helpers Mrs. Amy ; i .
be doing our part to help the envirgn- . from 8:30am to 10:30am. While Ms.
; ! . Derrer has been working very hard| to )
ment and in doing so we will he . . | Grunch’s students are at the Elemgn-
. put this together. Natural Helpers will
teaching students that there are mgny tary they have been asked |to
: be more of a student to student bohd- - .
ways that a small effort or a single |. : : . participate and assist younger studgnts
X : ing experience. This, too, is just dne |: )
person can make a difference in the hi h doina h .~ |in Santa’s Secret Shop
world! more thing that we are doing here{in
’ Mancelona that sets us aside from|alll What a great month. Have a safe apd
Another wonderful thing that |s |[the rest! happy holiday season!!
Character education is one of <the in a wise and favorable manner. This|day to teach these lessons aljout
leading factors in creating a schgol | simply means that we can all alter ur | positive attitude.
environment that promotes student|lives for the better by simply making

One of the most valuable aspectg
C.R.H. or any other charact
education program is that students [are
helped to improve self esteem and self
confidence. They learn over time that
doing good is much easier and mpre
rewarding than an alternative. Plug, it
definitely validates that what students
are currently doing is thought of ps
positive and appropriate.

| want to take this month to sharg a
story that | think you should all hear.
A couple of weeks ago | was
walking through the halls on my way
to a classroom. A student stopped|me
and asked if he could invite his dad|to
come to school with him, “...sort of
like bring your father to work day.” |l
asked if there was a special occasiop of
what was the reason. The student
replied that he was just so proud of his
school and wanted his dad to come in
and meet some of the boy’s friends. |

let the student know that the schoo] is
open to all families and we would loye
to have your dad come in to visit.| |
explained how to share this with dad
and to let me know when you would
like to make this happen. The student
replied, “Thank you Mr. Culver fgr
letting my dad come to my school.”| |
had to stop what | was doing and |all
that | had going on at that moment and
THANK the young boy for letting M
know that this school means so muich
to him.

| truly realize the importance that g
school plays in the lives of our you
people. We are more than simply
educational institution. We represer]
place where students have ownerg
in something positive and good. (
school is part of their family and w
be so for most of a students young |
This is what we represent to d
community and this is why | love n
job and enjoy being part of this sch
and community.
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This year, Choose Success is agaifa six week rotation. Every six |In our Microwave Cooking Club,
offering before&after school 'weeks some of the programs will|which has just ended, students
programs to Mancelona Middle |change to provide a variety of other| measured ingredients, used a micro-
School students. Ourmorning programs to target the interest of|all| wave, and created many different
programs are offered Monday |students. This has been a grea meals and deserts.
through Thursd_ay from 7:15am |to success even though students | ar Check the bulletin board in the
8:15am. This is a great place for sometimes saddened when (the lobbv for proaram schedules and
you to read and/or finish homewark |programs end. During our first obby for prog
before beginning your day. rotation we offered a program updates.
g gy y prog
After school programs are offered callecilj, R?-Chgrge.Nl':l'Cls lprogr rtn
3:15pm to 5:00pm. There are many| fitngsz in schools Re?Ci/]ar o
programs available to all students, Students learned abbut the five food
such as: Homework Support, (/8 roups and healthy eating habits b
Study lIsland, 68 grade Scratch, 9 k'p health y K gd hy
and Club Soldier. These are [all| @KINg healthy snacks and smooth-
programs which will continue to \€s. They also' part|C|pated' In a
run throughout the school year. variety of o_utS|de team-building
activities. This program was such a
A new feature of Choose Success is success it will be back in the spring.
I#' 1 $%$!
e Ji’ Michaela was born on July 20, 1995 in Traverse,@itichigan. She is 13 years qld
' - |and has lived in Mancelona her entire life. Skedito draw and play sports; sh¢ is
| on the volleyball and basketball teams. She hasl@ys, two cats, and three birgls!
One of her lifetime goals is to graduate as the'gealedictorian and then go on|to
~_|either M.S.U., L.S.S.U. or Grand Valley State Unsiy. She would like to study
| foreign language and art. Michaela’s favorite masig@wilight and her favorite sor|g
|is “Take a Bow” by Rihanna. When Michaela was vgoung she liked to ride her
aunts horses in the woods behind her aunt's holtiehaela is a fabulous studgnt
and a credit to her schodlle are so lucky to have such a student in Mancejona

I#" 1 $%$!

é Danielle’s favorite movie is Twilight; her favorisong is “Sadie Hawkin’s Dance” lpy
L Relient K. and she has two dogs-Buster and Cindy!

Danielle was born on April 18, 1997 in PetoskeyciMgan. She is 11 years old gnd
has lived in Mancelona almost all of her life. Sowf her hobbies include skii
scrap booking and swimming. One of her most exgitmemories was when she gnd
her family went to Colorado skiing for her oldeptirer’s high school graduation trip.

Danielle is a wonderful young lady who always fivesys to make others feel proud to belher
friend. She is a terrific student who makes thddi® School just a little bit better!
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writing,

sewing, and summer outdoor activities.

I was born in Flint
Michigan. After hig
school, | attended Gra
Valley State Universit
where | received m
Master of Scienc
Degree in Education arjc
a Master's Degree
reading. | have thrde
children: One girl an
two boys. | also ha
two dogs, two cats ard
one rabbit. My hobbi
include spending ti
with my kids, readin

| was born in Grand Rapid
MI. | graduated from Mar
celona High School. | we
to college in Traverse Ci
for two years and thg
graduated from C.M.U. wit
my teaching degree. | m
my husband when | was
high school; we now hav
two children. Some of m
interest or hobbies includ
Reading (Twilight books
Harry Potter, Nichola
Sparks, Ellen Hopkins, and more!) | like to swiplay
with my children, watch t.v. sleep, exercise; leliko
play sports, but not watch them on t.v.! | am ipdlst a
vegetarian because | will eat seafood.

v)




