
Bully Article

 Most adults can recall the name of an adversary from their past.  It is
usually just one person they remember from a specific time in their life.
Nowadays, we hear the word BULLY used to describe numerous situations.
When one student cuts in front of another in line, does that constitute bullying?
When two students have a disagreement on the playground and one pushes the
other, does that constitute bullying?

The State of Michigan, and our school district, have very similar definitions
of harassment and bullying.  Both of these say it is inappropriate conduct directed
at one or more students that is repeated enough, or serious enough, to negatively
impact a student’s educational, physical or emotional well being. This would include
harassment based on perceived distinguishing characteristics.

Translated into English, this means that someone is repeatedly mean to
another person, causing them to lose out on things they have a right to.  For
example, a student must rush from the lunch room because a classmate picks on
them daily.  They feel compelled to skip lunch, instead of taking the time given to
eat a nutritious meal.

We need to remember that all children grow and develop social skills at
different rates.  Part of that learning curve involves testing the boundaries of right
vs. wrong.  A lot of times these behaviors are a symptom of a bigger problem – for
the bully.  It is just as important to deal compassionately with the bully as it is the
victim.  Most situations aren’t actually bullying and can be taken care of with one
meaningful conversation from an authority figure.  Our State Department of
Education recommends that children doing the bullying are reprimanded and
perhaps lose some privileges; suggestions like suspension are at the bottom of the
list.  We need to assist this child in finding a better way to solve their problems in
the future.

Try doing a web search on Yahoo! using the words “bully free school.” You
will get hits for about 49,200,000 sites.  By clicking on each link you will find that
seven of the first ten are in the business of making money.  The Bully-Free culture
has created an enterprise for authors, speakers, and other merchants.  The very
first hit on this search happens to be the speaker our school has scheduled to
present on February 19.  This is the same speaker we had last year.  We value his
presentation because he gives our students strategies for handling these types of
problems.

All this means we need to keep things in perspective.  Talking with children
in a caring manner is the best the way to begin dealing with a case of suspected
bullying, lying, not doing homework, refusing to go to bed on time, or not eating
vegetables.  Yes, kids will be kids.

Mark Your Calendars

January 25 Half-Day

February 1 Report Cards

February 8 Star Student

February 15 & 18 No School

February 19 Anti-Bully

Assembly
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Instant Alert!

You probably have already received two test messages

from Instant Alert.  This automated system instantly

relays important messages to our families.  These

could include school closings, early dismissals,

reminders, and even notification of unexcused

absences.  Information will be coming home to give

directions for use of this system.  Parents can set

things up to meet their needs through the internet.

The school will be opening its computer lab to make

this possible for all of our families.  Please stay tuned.

Star Students

New Format!  Each month

the teachers will select one

student from their class to

receive this honor.  They

will be treated to a special

breakfast, to which they

can invite one or two

guests.  At this breakfast

they receive a certificate

and their guest gets a

bumper sticker to recognize

this accomplishment.

(We’ll make sure that past

recipients get the stickers.)

Wrestling

It’s finally time!  Second

through fourth graders will

be able to sign up for

wrestling beginning

January 21, 2008, in the

office.  Look for practice to

begin after the first week of

February.
The first meet will be the

Mancelona Invitational on

February 23, 2008, at 10:00

a.m.  Volunteers are

always needed, please let

Mrs. Waters’, in the elementary

office, know if you can help on

that day.

Get Involved!

Our parent group

organization is looking for

volunteers to assist with

special events and

activities in our building.

Call 587-8661 x357.

School Hours

Full Days 8:15am-3:05pm

Half Days 8:15am-11:30pm


